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SUBJECT: US MACHINE GUNS FOR UK ARMY USE IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

REF: USDAO, 011830 JUL 77, LONDON 

AT REQUEST DEPT OFF, BRITISH EMBASSY HEAD OF CHANCERY 
MARK RUSSELL MET TO DISCUSS THE APPLICATION FOR EXPORT OF 
16 INGRAM SUBMACHINE GUNS TO MEET "BRITISH ARMY OPERATION- 
AL REQUIREMENTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND." DEPT OFF EXPLAINED 
THAT IN DESCRIBING USG NON-INVOLVEMENT IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND THE PUBLIC, WE OFTEN DENY AL- 
LEGATIONS THAT THE US IS SELLING "WAR MATERIAL" TO THE 
BRITISH FOR USE IN NORTHERN IRELAND. IN CONSIDERING THE 
REQUEST FOR M-l RIFLES FOR THE RUC EARLIER THIS YEAR, AN 
IMPORTANT ASPECT IN OUR FAVORABLE DECISION WAS THE FACT 
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THE M-l WAS TO REPLACE STERLING SUBMACHINE GUNS AND WOULD 
PROVIDE GREATER SAFETY AND A REDUCTION IN FIRE POWER. THE 
DELICATE NATURE OF OUR PUBLIC RELATIONS PROBLEM ON NORTH- 
ERN IRELAND WAS WELL KNOWN TO THE BRITISH. PARTICULARLY 
AT THIS TIME WHILE WE ARE ENGAGED IN DEALING WITH THE 
NORTHERN IRELAND INITIATIVE OF SPEAKER O'NEILL, SENATORS 
KENNEDY AND MOYNIHAN AND GOVERNOR CAREY. IN VIEW OF THESE 
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FACTORS, DEPT OFF SAID IT WAS OUR SUGGESTION THAT THE 

APPLICATION BE WITHDRAWN. 

RUSSELL SAID HE HAD NOT BEEN AWARE OF THE APPLICATION, 

THAT HE WOULD VERIFY ITS HAVING COME THROUGH THE EMBASSY, 

AND THAT HE WOULD PASS OUR DEMARCHE TO LONDON. VANCE 
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